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mend strained relationships with family and friends, and those who were home-
less were able to attain stable housing. To date, graduates of Buffalo’s veteran’s 
treatment court maintain a zero percent recidivism rate. Perhaps most significant 
of all of this is the change in the demeanors and attitudes of these individuals. 
Graduates leave the treatment court program with a renewed sense of pride, 
accomplishment, and motivation. (p. 132)

SOME PROS AND CONS OF VETERANS COURTS
There are a number of reasons why veterans courts are particularly successful. One 
such reason is the extensive use of other military veterans as mentors to offenders 
before the court. This develops a sense of “someone cares” and camaraderie with the 
volunteer, one result of which is that veterans in veterans courts keep about 93% of 
their clinical appointments, versus about 35% at general treatment clinics for offend-
ers (Cartwright, 2011). The close supervision that characterizes all problem-solving 
courts may be particularly suited to military veterans, who are used to regimentation 
and close supervision.

As is the case with other specialty courts, veterans courts have their critics. For instance, 
the American Civil Liberties Union (ACLU) complains that these courts turn veterans 
into a special class of offenders who warrant a “get out of jail free” card by virtue 
of having served in the military (Cartwright, 2011). The courts assume that all veter-
ans have experienced combat and may therefore carry war’s invisible wounds, which 
is not always true. Not all veterans have experienced combat, and not all those who 

Source: Bronson, Carson, Noonan, and Berzofsky (2015).
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